T he Diabetes Educator (TDE) continues to be a strong member benefit by publishing high-quality content and responding to member needs. Throughout 2011, TDE improved in several areas, including a higher impact factor and an increase in online usage. In addition, the initiation of a new Patient Access page for TDE will be featured as we move into 2012.
The impact factor for a journal is published by Thomson Scientific (formerly, Institute for Scientific Information) and represents a measure of frequency with which an article in a journal has been cited in a particular year. Use of an impact factor provides librarians and scientists with a type of quantitative tool for evaluating, ranking, categorizing, and comparing journals. Impact factors are calculated by dividing the number of current citations to articles published in the previous 2 years by the total number of articles published in the 2 previous years. Important to note that impact factors of 2010 are published in 2011, when all 2010 publications have been received.
Currently, TDE is ranked in the Endocrinology and Metabolism category. Good news-TDE had a 2.4% increase in impact factor to 1.947 in 2010 (1.873 in 2009). Such an increase refers to the quality of content and increasing number of citations. This past June 2011, SAGE Publications petitioned Thomson Scientific to have TDE indexed in other categories that reflect the more interdisciplinary nature of the journal. We are happy to report that Thomson Scientific has agreed to add TDE to the Public, Environmental, and Occupational Health category for an impact factor (in addition to where it currently is listed in Endocrinology and Metabolism). The Public, Environmental, and Occupational Health category is in the Social Science section, where public health, health education, and health promotion reside. Finally, TDE has noted a 30% increase in total hits and a 6% increase in articles being downloaded, compared to 2010. This points to more people visiting the website and accessing content.
Beginning in 2012, TDE will allow patients (consumers) to go onto the journal website and access content for free. The Patient Access page will be accessible to patients (consumers) to log in to the website and request a limited number of articles for free. This is a new enhancement to the website, created for informationsharing purposes. Such an addition will empower diabetes educators to share relevant information/articles with patients and have them become more aware of TDE and the American Association of Diabetes Educators. Know that only those articles that are helpful and readily understood by patients will be made available.
We continue to be pleased with the progress that the association and SAGE have made in 2011 in terms of making TDE a strong member benefit. We look forward to 2012. I encourage members to contact the Editorial Office with any comments, suggestions, and/or recommendations for future issues of TDE. We appreciate your observations and suggestions.
